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TheT ranſlator wiſheth all health and happineſie 
to the Chriſtian Reader. | 


zen Hcrec is none, I preſume, of thoſe who love the 
F =d 9 Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity, but will account 
2» that a good ſervice done to Religion, andan ac- |, 
OAH ccptable work unto rhe Church of God,ot thoſe 
JI" \ Jq . . . 
WE who imploy their whole ſtudies and endeavours 
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the promoting of it. He that doth the worke of the Lord deceitfully, * 
or having put his hand to the plengh, doth through ſlothfalneſſe draw | 
it backe againe, is pronounced accurſed : But a crowne of eternall glo+ 
ry is laid up tor thoſe who have kept the faith, have brouzht ſinners 
wnto righteonſneſſe, and accompliſh-d their courſe with cheerfulneſſe< 
Ir is not eaſe or idlenefle, bur induſtry and labour, is-che portion of -; 
thoſe who defire to do ſervice in the Church of God , difficulties 3 
& dangers they muſt expe& to meet with, the croſle alſo,8e many 4 
grievous'things to be undergone, the weight whereof withourthe 7 
aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit were inſupporcable. Of this Moſes! hal [2 
faithfull ſervant in the houſe of God , had much experier 6,1 het) 
with many fignes and wounders he. brought che Ch dren & Iſrael. 
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that people to be obſerved the law of God publiſhed for that end 


on mount Sinai. He found the like 1n preparing and erecting the 
Tabernacle, the draught whereof he received from God himlelfe, 
for notwithitanding the large contribution of materialls to the 
worke, yet was there needalſo, that Bezalceland A holiab the 
workmen of it ſhould be furniſhed by God himſelte, with a ſpirit 
of wiſdome and skill , to prepare it, and the ſeveral! ſorts of vel- 
ſells belonging to it; whereby God, the moſt wiſe Archite& of 
the whole Univerſe , would make knowne to us, that to the do- 
ing of Go:s worke, the (piric and help of God 1s mainly neceſla- 
ry , Which1s not in the power ot man to confer, but proceedes a- 
lonefrom the Father of lights . "Twas the worke of God to put 
into Solomons heart a ſpirit of mſdome, which made him {ur- 
paſſe the wiſeſt of men; and to ſtir him up with cheretullneſle 
and reſolution, to undertake and accompliſh the building of that 
famous Temple at Feruſalem: as alſo to incline the heart of Hiram 


. King of Tyre, to {upply wood and ſtones for that magnificent 


ſtructure, andfit workmen tor the imploymentz who were by 
God alſo inabled to perform the worke. The ſame Spirit of God 
it was, that put it into the heart of Cyrus King of Perſpa,to afford 
to the people of God then in captivity,a fate returne to their owne 
land. 'Tis God allo that put courage into Zerubbabel and Fo» 
ſhua, anda ſpirit of alacrity into the people , to ſet ro their whole 
ſtrength for rebuilding the Temple, and not be diſmayed by difh. 
culties or dangers, and their Enemies ſtratagem<.. And 'twas God 
that over ruled the [pirit of Darims 4 heathen King,and made him 
by a publike edict give order totheneighbouring people, to for- 
bear demoliſhing the work once begun , which by divers ſubttl- 
ties and artifices they were indeavouring to do. Nor was it leffe 
a worke of the {ame ipirit of God , which ſtirred up the holy Pro- 


 Phets of old, who made it their buftnefle - to extirpite the falſe 
worſhip of feigned deities , 7and bring the people under ' their 
Charge to the true worſhip of God z nor would ſuffer themſelves 


by the many threatenings of an ungratetull world, or the many 
hazards that did attend the ſervice, to be deterred from it. | 
To theſe ſucceeded Chrifts holy Apoſtles; who, notwith- 
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and as ſhzep appointed to the ſlaughter ; though what they preach-_ 
ed were tO the Fewes 4 ſtumbling-blocke, and to the Greeks fooliſhs+ 
nefſe, though expoſed to the hatred and injuries of the world 
which they did undergo; yet could not be drawn off from the love 
of Chriſt, whoſe Church, by their miniſtry , was greatly inlarg- 
ed, both amonglt Fewes, and Gentiles, And after them, the 
Orthoaox Fathers of the Primitive Church; who faichfolly cranſ- 
mitting to the Church the word of God, derefting hypocrites 
and ſtopping the mouthes of hereticks, were eminently ſervice- 
able to Chriſt the Prince of Glory: To whom I muſt adde alſo 
thole taithfull labourers in the Lords vineyard in theſe latter ages; 
furniſhed with his ſpirit, and taught of God, ' who arming them- 
ſelves with Relzgions buckler, have tought mantully in the cauſe 
of God againſt Sathanand Antichriſt, have vindicated the light of 
truth from out of darknefle , have reſtored the learned languages 
and the liberall arts and ſctences to their priſtine ſplendour , nor 
ſpare any paines tor the propagating of truth : To ay nothing 
ot thoſe many others whole names are yer Aouriſhing , who at 
this day by their learned writings, and good name, bothat home 
and abroad, improve that light tranſmitred ro them ; whoſe mo- 
deſty forbids to name them . To conclude, what ever at any 
time, by the holy menof God, in matter of Religion and Gods 
wor(hip, hath been prudently managed or ſucceffefully accompliſh- 
ed, 'tis all to be aſcribed to divine providence, Nor can I beleeve, 
that it is without this ſecret and wiſe diſpoſall of the divine. Maje- 
fy , that my ſelfe, the meaneſt of thoſe who miniſter ro Chriſt 
or ferve under him , and no wayes comparable with others; have 
been inabled in theſe laſt times, when the day of the conſum- 
mation of all things is at hand, (many ſ{tgnes whereot we have all- 
ready ſeen, and many more dayly diſcovering themſelves both in - 
hexvenand in earth , ſo that ſcarce any of them remaine as yet un- - 
accompliſhed , ſave that onely, foretold by Chriſt ' I ath, 24. 
of preaching the Goſpel! thr oughonr the world, a teſtimony to all © 
; mations, and then ſhall the end be,) willingly to begin, con- 
ſtantly to perſeverein,and happily to confummate,aworke of vaſt- 
.. labour, (namly) the Txansxar1ion ofthe BisBrz, intothe Li* 5 
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' For having long ago conſidered that ſeverall pions and learned 
men, ſince the yeare of our Lord 1387. (at which tune Lithu- 
@nia received the Chriſtian faith , by meanes of that moſt religi- 
ous King-Fagello, ) havehitherto in vaine expected, that ſome 
body would haue been raiſed up by God , to tranſlate the Holy 
Scriptures into that tongue, (which not only in thoſelarge Ter- 
ritories but alſo in the neighbouring Countries of Livonia, Cur- 
landia, Ruſſia, Pruſſia, and in the borders of AMoſcovy, it ſelfe 
is commonly uſed, ) I thought it my duty ( having dedicated my 
ſelfe to the lervice of the Church from my yourh ) to furaiſh my 
ſelfe with ſuch abilities, whereby I might be advantagious to it. 
Wherefore imploring the aſſiſtance and direction of Chriſt , 
(through whome we can do all things, that a work lo acceptable 
and fignally conducing to the edification of the Church of God, 
may continue no longer unattempted , or be put off till the 
coming of Elias, or our Saviour Chriſt, T have adventured up- 
on it , and my aimeis not only now by this Tranſlation {with the 
ſumme and contents of all the Hiſtoricall, Dogmaticall, Propheticall 
| bookes, of the Goſpels, Epiſtles and Chapters, ) to be helpfull to 
| thoſe people, who have hitherto been deſtitute of bookes in that 
Janguage for the turcheraace ot the practice of piety, ſuue only the 
Loras prayer, the Apoſtles Creed, the Teu Commandements, ſome 
few Catecheticall trafts, fragments of Goſpells and Epiſtles, and 
a late Booke 1inQuarto , (er out in the yeare 1653. ( con- 
taining only ſeventy eight of Davids Pſalms , (ome Hymnes com- 
poſed by Zuther and others, the Goſpells for the Lords dayes, with 
| afſhortanalyſis, the Hrſtory of Chriſts paſſion,anda Catechiſme tor 
# the younger: ) butalſo for their tulle! knowledge of che articles 
®oft Chriſtian religion, by faithfully tranſlating out of the Engliſh 
s& 1” Tongue, the Confeſiion of faith, the Larger and Leſſer Catechiſme, 
| framed by the Aſſembly of Divines, convened by the Authoric 

|| ofthe Patliament ot England,to whom being afterwards ex kibired, 
they were examined and approved by them,as alfo by the Church- 
| es of Scotland: I have apurpoſle ſhortly alſo by Gods aſſiſtance, 
|| #0turnethebooke of Pſalmes, into meeter, according to that melo- 
' dy, thatis nowinuſe in the Churches of this happy Ifland , which 
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three tunes, they may beable to ſing all the Pſalmes, whereas 
contrariwjſe in the French Pſalter ( otherwiſe very cxcellent, ) 
according to which almoſt all the Proteſtant Churches in Europe, 
have theirs compoſed, it comes to paſſe, by reaſon of the dffi- 
culty of the tunes, and unskilfullnes in ſinging, that only ſome 
of the ,cafter Pſalmes are wont to be ſung , even inthe publike . 
Aſſemblyes, Ir were to be wiſhed, that others alſo in their gene- 
ration, atter the ſame manner, would endeavour, to roll away, 
that reproach, from the lirael of God: likewiſe they would do 
a thing very pleaſing, both tro Godand good men , | if they 
would compile Notes on the Bible , out of the moſt learned Exg- 
liſh and Dutch CAnvotations, (of which ſort nothing hath as yer 
been done in ſeverall nations ) or meerly by +their joynt labor 
tranſlate both of them, eſpecially in this age, whereia Ancichriſt 
attempts an univerſall apoſtaſte from the truth, 

For it is meet , that they who debarr the faithful of the free uſe 
of the Scriptures that principle of Chriſtian faith, allowing the 
reading thereof to none, but CAuſtins, Ambroſes and Chryſoſtoms, 
ſhould know that not one, or two alone, bur many among the or- 
thodox proteſſers do watch for the ſoules of the godly , eſpecially 
ſeeing the papiſts boaſt ſo much of their number. Every builder of 
the new Babylon hath wherewithall co defend the apoſt:fte of 
Rome, and to maintaine the ſervitude and tyranny of the Do- 
&rine of the pope , the cheite bulwark and Helena of their divini= 
ty; let Chriſt alto hive ſuch meanes through the incuſtry of his 
ſervants, who ſucceed in their room, whom continual labow , the 
burden of mens unthanktfullnes,and the tyranny of their enemyes 
hath broken and enervated; by which, not only thoſe who are al- 
ready 1n the Lords ſheep-told may be guarded ,but alſo that a watch 
tower may beerected for ſuch who are withour1t , by the light 
of which they may © be brought into the haven of falvation, 
from the ſtormes of errors and idoJatry , whereby they are miſe» 


rably toſſed to the preſent hazard of their ſoules. This being the. | | 


grounde of my undertaking, God grant, that by it I may ſee, 
ſome atleaſt, if not all, in my owne nation converred from the * 
darkneſle of humane traditions, to the true Goſpell worſhip, and 

wat God would keep and continue others in the heavenly trot. 
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by the help'of theſelabors, which I heartily wiſh, nothing doubt- 
ig , that his divine favour who hath ſtirred up my heart in the 
carrying on of this work will not here leave me;but raiſe up ſome 
religious Patrons, who will judge it unfit to ſufter ſ" Chriſtian 
a work to remaine unpubliſhed,conſtdering how laudable and wor- 


| thy athing tis for pious men, out of the love of the truth, and a 
deſire of the increate of Chriſts Kingdome in this world, to uſe all 


endeavours that the Church and true religion may take roote and 
bring forth abundant fruits in-forreigne nations alſo. And ſurely, 
if in times of the Olde Teſtament , the building of the marteriall 
Temple was pleafing to God, how much more acceptable ſhall we 
think the building ot his ſpiritual] houſe, whoſe corner Stone ts Chriſt, 
on whome believers are built as living ſtones, wil be to him, The 
memory of thoſe that framed the Tabernacle is bleſſed, and their 
names alſo who are wont to put their helping hands to ſuch pious 
workes,thall not only,as others, be written in heaven, bur they allo 
{hall be made pillars in the houſe of God, and Chriſt ſhall write on 
them the name of his God,and the nameof the City of his God,that is 
new Fernſalem, which deſcendeth from God ont of + Fav and his new 
name, to whome with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all ho- 
nour and glory for ever, Amen. 
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A (copy of the Teſtimonial given to the Tranſla- 
tor, and of the approbation of his undertaking, 
by ſeveral Reverend Dottors of Divinity, 
with the Profeſſors of the ſame, and other 
Perſons of Note, in the Univerſity of Ox. 


ford. 


Fri Heſe are tocertifie any whom it may concern, That 
; \Þ4 Mr. Samuel Boguslaus Chylinski, a Lithuanian, and 
KA 8% a Member of the Proteſtant Churches of that 
Countrey , being imployed by the Authority of 
2 their Synods there, and at their charges, jnto theſe *, 
parts for his better accompliſhment, to be afterwards ſerviceable 
to thoſe Churches;and to that purpoſe, ſpecially recommended by 
them to the Zeleick Churches andUaiverlities, and from thence 
hither (as appears to us, as well from the ſight of Letters Teſti- 
monia! to that purpoſe, as by other credible intormations,) but 
by reaſon of the late Wars in Poland (whereby thoſe Churches 
are in 2 manner wholly deftroyed) being lett deſtitute of ſupplies 
from thoſe that ſent him, either for his ſub{iſtance here, or return 
home, hath been ſupported here (for the {pace of two whole 
years, and upwards) meerly by the charity of inch perſons a+ 
mongſt us, as upon commileration of his condition, have been 
willing voluntarily to contribute toward the'reliet of him, and | 
ſome athers inlike diſtreſs. We do alfoteſtifie, that, upon forme | 
vecial acquaintance with him, we do judge him to be a ſeriots4; 
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{- and godly perſon, deſerving all good. ement. And 
| wherezs, during the time of his abode here, he hath imployed 
| himſelf in Tranſlating the whole Bible into the Zithuanian 
[4 -, Tongue (into which Language the Scriptures were as yet never 
+ > Tranſlated) 2g hath.now accompliſhed that work: We do here- 
Lt by declare, That we judge the undertaking very conliderable, in 
{+ reference to the propagation of the Goſpel in that large Coun- 
|/F trey, as alſo in (ſeveral other adjacent parts where this Tongue is 
|... vulgarly ſpoken. And moreover, upon; our beſt inquiry into 
the matter (ſo tar as we are able to judge). we conceive the work 
to have been managed with much diligence and fairhtulneſs : So 
as we cannot | but recommend the publication of. it, as a thing ve- 
- ry worthy of their furtherance, unto. whom God hath given 
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4, Chriſt. 
| | 2 Fohn Conant, Vic.Can, Tohn Owen.  SethWard. 
{|| * Tho: Goodwin, Henr:Wilkinſon,Chr.Ch, Robert Say, 

[®. Edmund Staunton, Henr: Langley. Th: Owen. 

I} Chriſtopher Rogers. Fohn Wallis, Hen: Savage. 

| * Thomas Barlow, Francis Fohnſon. Hen: Hickmane 
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F- hearts and eſtates to promote the inlargement of che Kingdom of 
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